
MUSGROVE COUNTRY CLUB

The Daily MounTain eagle PresenTs

Central
2019



2     WEDDING CENTRAL     A Publication of the Daily Mountain Eagle



3



4     WEDDING CENTRAL     A Publication of the Daily Mountain Eagle

5 Questions to Ask 
Before Marriage06

10 A Passion for Planning

The Patio at Smith Lake26

Jamie & Brandon30

20 LaShonda & John

On The

A wedding held at
Musgrove Country Club 
in the summer of 2018

PUBLISHER
James Phillips

ART DIRECTOR
Malarie Brakefield

CONTRIBUTORS
Jennifer Cohron

Nicole Smith
Rick Watson

ADVERTISING
Jake Aaron

Brenda Anthony
Zach Baker
Renee Holly
Liz Steffan

BUSINESS MANAGER
Charlette Caterson

THE DAILY 
MOUNTAIN EAGLE

www.mountaineagle.com
205.221.2840

- 2019 -

Image by Alisha Crossley Photography



5

Spa Party Packages  
Day Packages | Skincare | Massage  
MedSpa Services | Body Treatments 

Permanent Makeup 

400 19th St. E. 
205.265.2448 

www.TheSlyFoxJasper.com

221 19th St. W., Jasper, AL  |  (205) 221-1903 TUES.–Sat. 

To Love, Laughter, And Happily Ever After

11 PM
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MARRIAGE IS ONE OF THE BIGGEST DECISIONS YOU’LL EVER MAKE, so the 
last thing you want to do is go in unprepared. 

Money is the number one issue couples fight about. In fact, Ramsey Solutions 
released a study that shows money fights are the second leading cause of divorce, 
behind infidelity. So, making sure you’re on the same page about your finances with 
your future spouse is extremely important. When you sit down and talk with your 
partner about your finances, it builds a different level of trust in your relationship. You’ll 
wind up growing closer to each other as a result. 

 Talking about money can be uncomfortable at first, but it’s so worth it! Before you 
say “I do,” here are a few questions you should ask yourself as you get ready to have 
the money talk with your future spouse. 

1. Where are you currently with your finances? 
Both of you should answer this question and get it out on the table. How much 

debt do you have—including student loans, car loans, mortgages, credit cards and 
even personal loans? What’s your annual income? How much do you have in savings?

Once you both have that information, you can make a plan to attack your debt. 
That leads us to a very important question—do you want debt to be a part of your 
marriage? I hope the answer is no, but you need to have this discussion. If you’re 
determined to get out of debt and your spouse continues to pile up credit card debt, 
then you’re headed toward a lot of marital stress.

Debt is a thief. It steals your money and your joy. The last thing you want to do is 
delay all of those dreams you have with your future spouse. Being debt free will allow 
you to turn your dreams into a reality. So, make a plan to get out of debt together, and 
don’t let it be an option ever again. 

2. Am I a spender or a saver? 
You probably know the answer to this question immediately, right? Would you 

rather spend your time shopping at the mall or updating your budget in Excel? 
The spender and the saver are total opposites, but it’s true what they say—

opposites attract. Often in marriage, one person is a spender and one is a saver. And 
that’s okay! Just because one likes to spend and one the other likes to save doesn’t 
mean your marriage is doomed. You balance each other out.  

5 Questions 
to Ask Before 

Marriage

M
By Rachel Cruze
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The problems start when you go through life without understanding each 
other’s natural tendencies. You have to start by embracing one another’s 
differences. There is no right or wrong here. The key is to communicate and make 
a plan for your money together. Spenders shouldn’t let all of the budgeting fall to 
the saver and vice versa. You are one now! 

3. Do I understand how a budget works? 
If you don’t know how to make a budget, stop what you’re doing and learn 

how to create one. I know what you may be thinking… “Budgets are the worst!” or 
“You can’t have fun when you’re on a budget!” Budgeting might seem restrictive 
but telling your money where to go instead of wondering where it went actually 
gives you permission to spend! It’s also a great way to deepen communication 
with your spouse because you’re planning for your future together.

Your budget is your game plan. With a zero-based budget, you list your 
monthly income at the top of the page. Then list all your monthly expenses—gas, 
food, rent, debt payments and so on—below that. The income minus the outgo 
should equal zero. Every dollar should have a “name.” Give yourself grace. It will 
take a few months to get used to budgeting, but you’ll get there! 

4. What are your financial fears?
This might not be a fun question, but it’s an important one. Fear can make 

us do crazy things, especially when it comes to your money. Fear is what leads to 
people hiding purchases from their spouse or getting a secret credit card. Both of 
which are bad ideas, by the way! 

Maybe you’re afraid because you don’t have the security that comes with 
savings or maybe you’re scared because you’re living paycheck to paycheck, like 
most Americans. Whatever they are, share them with your fiancé. Getting your 
fears out on the table will help you to get on the same page when it comes to your 
values and money. 
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*As a #1 New York Times best-selling author, host of The Rachel 
Cruze Show, and The Rachel Cruze Show podcast, Rachel helps people 
learn the proper ways to handle money and stay out of debt. She’s 
authored three best-selling books, including Love Your Life, Not Theirs 
and Smart Money Smart Kids, which she co-wrote with her father, 
Dave Ramsey. You can follow Cruze on Twitter and Instagram at @
RachelCruze and online at rachelcruze.com, youtube.com/rachelcruze 
or facebook.com/rachelramseycruze.

5. What are your dreams?
Where do you picture yourself (and your spouse) years from now? What 

type of lifestyle are living? You probably already know the answer, and these are 
things you should be sharing with each other, too. 

Talking about money with your partner binds you on an intimate level unlike 
anything else. You wind up sharing your hopes and dreams together, and who 
doesn’t want that? The honeymoon doesn’t have to end when your wedding is 
over. Dream together, and make a plan for your money together. I promise, you’ll 
add a sense of peace in your marriage that could not exist with debt! •
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KATELYN SPARKS DARWIN grew up roaming 
the grounds of Musgrove Country Club, but she never 
expected to hustle that same facility as a career. That is 
exactly what she has done for the last few years as the 
club’s director of hospitality.

After graduating from Walker High School and the 
University of Alabama, Darwin spent time working in 
New York City and in Birmingham, before coming back 
to Jasper.

“Those experiences prepared me for what I do 
now,” she said.

Darwin said a passion for event planning is 
something that she took on during her college years.

K



14     WEDDING CENTRAL     A Publication of the Daily Mountain Eagle



15

“I changed my major after I realized this is what I wanted to do,” she 
said. “I really enjoyed it, and I knew hospitality and events would be my 
future. I just didn’t realize that I would be doing it in my hometown and at 
the country club that I grew up at as a child.”

Darwin’s role at Musgrove Country Club sees her managing anything 
that involves catering or events. She said that includes everything from 
member dinners to children’s birthday parties to elaborate weddings.

“It is always something different, and that is one of the things that I 
love about my job,” she said.
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Meeting the needs of clients is a main 
goal for Darwin.

“I want them to have a great 
experience,” she said. “Every event we plan 
is special for the person or group hosting it. 
I take a lot of pride in making sure that the 
events meet their expectations. It is always 
my goal to make their events special.”

Along with events at the club, Darwin 
also oversees any catered events Musgrove 
handles at other locations. She said one of 
her most memorable events was a Walker 
Area Community Foundation banquet last 
year at the Jasper Civic Center.

“That event stands out because we 
were able to totally transform that space 
unlike anyone had ever seen before,” she 
said. “People in our community are familiar 
with the civic center, and it basically looks 
the same for every event that is held there. 
We were able to make it look completely 
different from the ceiling to the floor. We had 
so many compliments about that event.”

Darwin said her most memorable 
social function at the club was the wedding 
reception of Zach and Erin Baker in the 
summer of 2018. The couple rented the 
entire club and had more than 400 guests to 
attend their event.

“Their wedding was beautiful,” said 
Darwin, who also served as the wedding 
planner. “It stretched all across the club. 
We had food in several areas. We had 
entertainment. It was a great event. It was 
special for Zach and Erin, but it was also 
special for all of us who helped bring it 
together.”

Musgrove Country Club has always 
been a special place to Darwin, and she 
said working there has been a blessing.

“I have a great team here. I couldn’t 
do anything without them,” she said. “I love 
Musgrove Country Club. I will always love 
Musgrove Country Club.

Darwin is married to Patrick Darwin, an 
assistant coach for the Jasper High football 
team. The couple recently welcomed their 
first child, Ella Ann. For more information on 
events at Musgrove Country Club, contact 
Darwin at 205-221-7901. •
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Affordable Wedding Packages, 
Outdoor Concerts, Reunions & 
Recreational Events – Bluff-Top 
View, Intimate Setting, Tasteful 
Lighting and a Fire Pit

197 COUNTY ROAD 220
CRANE HILL, ALABAMA

(256) 318-4555

The 
Patio 
at 
Smith 
Lake

Owners, Bobby and Pam Dodd

Find us on Facebook - 
The Patio at Smith Lake
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AAS THE OLD SAYING GOES, “slow and steady wins the 
race.” For John Waddell and LaShonda Stokes, love won by taking 
things one day at a time.

John and LaShonda were friends for nearly a decade before 
they decided to start dating two years ago. They met in Parrish at 
the Windows Without Walls program, which has now moved to the 
Jasper Area Family Services Center in Jasper.

LaShonda grew up in Jasper, but it wasn’t until the late ‘80s 
that her prince moved to the area.

When asked what they love about one another, a big grin 
formed across John’s face, an infectious expression that LaShonda 
returned.

“Her smile and how pretty she is,” John responded, later 
adding, “I love her with all my heart, and she loves me with all 
hers.”

John continued to dote on LaShonda, as the couple reflected 
on their time together. 

“It makes me feel good,” LaShonda said.
Bonnie Tittle works at Windows Without Walls — a day 

program for adults — and she said John and LaShonda 
complement each other well. She described John as an advocate 
and member of Disabilities Unlimited, Advocates in Action and 
other groups. LaShonda attends meetings with John to show 

LaShonda
John

Story and photo feature by Nicole Smith
Photos from Living the Dream in Jasper Facebook page

t
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LaShonda and John, pictured together in the middle of the second row, 
strike a pose with their dreamFIT program teammates, a “uniquelyABLED 
dance class,” which helps boost both in physical and social well-being.

support and express her viewpoint as well.  
“When something doesn’t sound right, 

they work together to voice things,” Tittle said.
John and LaShonda said they enjoy 

taking trips to Birmingham together, bowling 
and visiting restaurants. They’ve went on 
excursions to Camp McDowell, attended area 
dances together and participated in Jasper’s 
dreamFIT program that encourages exercise 
and offers sporting opportunities. 

“You guys know how to laugh together, 
and y’all know how to be friends and tie that 
in to being a couple. That’s what I see when I 
see you two,” Tittle told John and LaShonda.

She also shared a declaration of love 
John made recently.  

“He said he loves LaShonda like God 
loves us,” Tittle said.  

John said he one day plans to ask for 
LaShonda’s hand in marriage. •
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MR. HICKS 
Mens Wear

217 Compass Way SW, Cullman, AL
www.suitsformen.com

256-739-1007  |  256-590-6514

Ask us about:
Free Groom’s Rental, 
Special Group Pricing 

Out-Of-Town Groomsmen

Specializing in Men’s Suits or Tuxedos 
Available for Purchase or Rent

Cakes And Catering For Weddings, 
Bridal Teas And Special Events

Michelle’s

320 20th St W, Jasper, AL 35501  |   (205) 221-1352
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Bouquets, 
centerpieces, 

garlands…
we will make 

your day 
beautiful!

Call now for a 
consultation!

3604 Hwy. 78 E., Jasper, AL
(205) 387-7070

Jasper Floral Co.

Let us help design the 
perfect bouquet for you!

Oakhill Shopping Plaza • 645 Hwy. 195 • Jasper
205-512-1333 • Like us on Facebook

Visit our Web Page: www.jasperfloralco.com
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CALL (205) 578-1799 FOR AN APPOINTMENT! 

Dana McCullar, NP | Dr. Katherine Flanagan, MD

1600 5th Ave. S., Jasper, AL 35501

Do you want your best skin for the best day of your life? 
Come see us for a free consultation!

In addition to chemical peels, microdermabrasion, 
dermaplaning and laser hair remval, we now offer 
HydraFacialMD hydrodermabrasion treatments for 

the perfect bridal glow! 

Private events are available for brides and their 
wedding parties with specials on Botox and filler, 

skin care products, and facial treatments.

205-387-1010
1007 22nd St. W | Jasper, AL

@thecuriosityshop16

       TheCuriosity Shop

Wedding 
Gowns &

Accessories

Tuxedos
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Patio
at Smith Lake

The

Story by Jennifer Cohron  |  Photos contributed by Pam Dodd



27

PAM DODD LIVED ON SMITH LAKE FOR 
YEARS before realizing that her backyard was 
a perfect wedding venue. It was only after the 
daughter of one friend said it was her dream to 
get married there and the son of another friend 
exchanged vows on the property in 2015 that Dodd 
saw the potential.

“I just couldn’t see it, but when Chase got 
married here, I thought, ‘This is amazing for a 
wedding.’ I was walking up and down from the patio 
to the house and I could hear comments like ‘I don’t 
even care if they start the wedding on time. I’d come 
to a wedding here any day of the week,’” Dodd said.

Though Dodd has had her own wonderful 
memories since building a house on the lake 24 years ago, that first wedding showed 
her how much she loved having a spirit of love envelop the property for a couple’s 
special day. 

The Patio at Smith Lake, located in Crane Hill, now hosts an average of 15 
weddings a year.

The venue affords couples a view of the lake that extends for a mile and is 
constantly changing with the seasons.
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“At times, it looks like you’re in 
Virginia. It looks like you’re out west or in 
the Midwest. The trees on the hills in the 
distance really make you feel like you’re 
somewhere other than Alabama,” Dodd 
said.

The Patio at Smith Lake can 
accommodate weddings of up to 200 
people. Couples can also hold their 

reception and rehearsal at the venue 
and take advantage of other essential 
services.

“We offer catering, hair and makeup, 
cake, photography. All you have to do is 
pick out your wedding gown, decide who 
is going to be in the wedding party and 
bring your bouquet,” Dodd said.

Dodd also has contacts who can 
help prospective grooms with discounts 
on engagement rings, and she can help 
them book their honeymoon trips.

Dodd and her husband invested in 
several remodeling projects as well as 
landscaping in order to turn their home 
into a wedding venue. The result is a 
beautifully designed space that hasn’t lost 
the coziness of home.

“They love the rehearsal party 
because we cook for them on the patio. 
The kids and everybody do s’mores over 
the fire pit. If they want to use kayaks and 
swim, we want them to do that as well,” 
Dodd said. 

Couples sometimes compare 
the venue to a sanctuary, and some 
weddings have seemed to benefit from 

divine intervention.
“We have never 

had rain at a wedding. 
Rain has been forecast 
100 percent at three 
weddings, and it did not 
rain. You could see it in 
the distance, but it didn’t 
come to our property. 
We give God the glory 
for that,” Dodd said. 

Since 2015, The 
Patio at Smith Lake has 
hosted several unique 
weddings and one 
surprise wedding.

In the latter, a 
woman who had never 
gotten around to setting 
a date for marrying the 
father of her two sons 

secretly planned the wedding and had her 
groom show up at The Patio under the 
pretense of fixing the air conditioning.

When he arrived, the couple’s 
children walked out with signs reading, 
“Will you marry Mom...today?”

One bride and groom rode off 
together into the sunset on a boat after 
their wedding. Another couple held hands 
and jumped into the lake after exchanging 
vows.

When Dodd was diagnosed with 
follicular lymphoma last year, her friends 
asked her if she was going to give up 
weddings while she received treatment. 

“It never dawned on me not to do 
them because it’s just the most amazing 
time,” she said. •
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HigH Point Furniture
CLASSIC. ELEGANT. STYLE.

2403 Hwy. 78 East, Jasper, Alabama 35501  •  www.highpoint-furniture.com
205-384-5990
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W

Jamie
and

Brandon
Story by Rick Watson

Photos submitted by Jamie and Brandon Wates

WHEN IT COMES TO WEDDINGS, Jamie and 
Brandon Wates had one of the shortest nuptials on 
record. That’s because the wedding was outside on 
Dec. 31, 2017, and the temperature was 16 degrees 
and dropping – plus, the groom had the flu and 
pneumonia.

She was sick the week before the wedding, and 
still hadn’t fully recovered. Her fiancé got sick just 
before the planned wedding, according to Jamie Wates.

The two met on a dating website. The first time 
they met in person was by the firepit at her home in 
Oakman, and romance blossomed.

“We both have been married a couple times 
before, and we’re older now,” Jamie Wates said. 
She’s 40 and he’s 38. “We’ve both done the whole big 
wedding and stuff, so we decided to go with something 
simple and very informal.”

The couple had sweatshirts made with Team 
Wates printed on the front. Their wedding attire was the 
Team Wates shirts with jeans. That was a good decision 
because it was frigid outside even by the firepit.
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Twenty-five of their relatives and closest friends braved the cold 
to attend the firepit ceremony. They said “I do” at 12:01 a.m. One of 
their friends, Heath Allred, who is a police officer for the City of Jasper, 
performed the ceremony.

“We had a big bonfire going,” Jamie Wates said. “We were married 
in front of the firepit, but everyone else was crowded around the bonfire.” 
The thermometer read 16 degrees when the wedding began, but it later 
dropped down to 12 degrees. 

“My son was dragging wooden pallets and other things out of their 
building to burn on the bonfire to help keep people warm,” she said. 
“Heath went through everything that was required for us to be legally 
married, but it was a short wedding.” 

Afterward, everybody hustled inside the house for refreshments, 
according to Jamie Wates. “My husband plays music in a band, and the 
wedding turned into a New Year’s Eve party,” she said.

In the end, she was very pleased with how the event turned out - 
although the illness hung around a little longer. 

“It was a good night overall even though Brandon was sick,” she 
said. He didn’t get to work much the rest of January at his job as a 
salesman for AT&T because of his illness. “Fortunately, he didn’t wind up 
in the hospital,” she said. •
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819 Airport Rd. S., 
Jasper, AL 35501 
(205) 384-0863
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available for unique 
serving pieces, home 
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Windgate Farms

205-387-2607  |  windgatefarms@yahoo.com  |  www.windgatefarmsweddings.com

WEDDING VENUE

Janet Wilson Photography

(205) 384-3463 
1303 Highway 78 W., 

Jasper, Alabama
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